
FAQ’s 
 
Why was the old church building closed so abruptly? 
 
On Monday August 2nd, 2021, the Pastoral Council, Finance Committee, and Building Committee met 
with Fr. John Gerrits, Supervising Pastor, and Deacon Steve Linton, Parish Life Coordinator, at the 
request of Deacon Steve following a meeting he had with Bishop James Powers on Friday, July 30, 2021.  
 
After serious discussion it was the consensus of the group that the church building should be closed for 
the health and safety of parishioners due to a culmination of contributing factors. Continued water 
intrusion damage to walls and ceilings, structural concerns, mold, mildew, rot, falling ceiling plaster and 
tiles, continued mechanical and electrical issues, etc. etc. 
  
The idea was discussed of having a final Mass in the church before its closing. There was concern 
expressed that announcing a final Mass would result in very large attendance numbers that would place 
an unknown load risk on the existing support structure. It was the consensus of the group that the risk 
was too great. Therefore, the decision was made to close the building effective immediately since the 
parish hall has proven to be a safe and reliable option until a new church building can be built. 
 
When are we going to build the new church? 
 
We are working to get the project out for bid in January of 2022 with the hope that construction will 
begin in the spring or summer of 2022. 
 
What is the benefit of building a new church and not just repairing the old one? 
 
Access. The real benefit is quite simply access. Steps are a real challenge to many of our parishioners. A 
new church building gives us the opportunity to build one without any steps to ascend or descend. 
Access to bathrooms is another necessity to many parishioners. The bathrooms in the old church 
building have been largely inaccessible to many people. Neither of them is handicap compliant. Making 
significant improvements to a structure often requires bringing restrooms and entrances into 
compliance with code to allow for handicap accessibility.  
 
Access between our church and our parish center is also important to our children during the religious 
education season. It is frightening to watch our children cross the parking lot and the road between the 
church and the parish center. Taking the opportunity to build next to the parish center and attaching the 
two will provide a new level of safety and comfort for our children as they learn and grow in faith. 
 
Use of Space. How we utilize our spaces is very important. How we protect our Sacred Spaces is even 
more important. We have an opportunity to address some important issues regarding our use of space 
with a new building. By connecting the new building to the parish center, we can draw on both buildings 
together to help us deal with some of the challenges of the past. Funerals is one of the primary areas 
where we can improve. Visitation before a funeral can be conducted in the gathering space, or in the 
parish center, allowing for the Sanctuary to remain quiet, respectful, and peaceful for those who may 
need to sit and/or pray in the peaceful presence of Christ.  
 
There are many more reasons, but these are just a few of the important ones. 
 



How much will the new church cost? 
 
We won’t know until the project is put out for bid. Even then there could likely be changes that could 
affect costs during construction.  Our current conceptual design is approximately 6180 square feet. Here 
are some helpful comparisons which give us a range of possible outcomes. 
 

$185 p/sq ft x 6180 = $1,143,300 add 20% contingency =  $1,371,960 
$200 p/sq ft x 6180 = $1.236,000    $1,483,200 
$225 p/sq ft x 6180 = $1,390,500    $1,668,600 
$250 p/sq ft x 6180 = $1,545,000    $1,854,000 

 
Will the old church be demolished, and what is the cost? 
 
Yes. The old church will be torn down. A local contractor has given us a verbal estimate of approximately 
$100,000 for demolition. There is still a question of whether there is any asbestos that will need to be 
removed. Since we don’t have a local contractor to inspect the building and give us an estimate, we are 
guessing that it will be about half of the demolition cost. So, the number we are using right now is 
$150,000. Again, we won’t really know for sure until we officially bid that part of the project. 
 
Can we afford it? 
 
Yes, with your help. We currently have approximately $701,000 in money market and investment 
accounts earmarked for the building project. Our feasibility study concluded we can expect to raise 
between $450,000 and $600,000 over a three-year capital campaign above our regular offertory. We 
believe we can do better.  
 
Will any items from the old church be used in the new church? 
 
Yes. It is our desire to bring many of the elements of the old church into the new. That is important to 
us. It is  also important that we take this opportunity to restore, replace, or properly discard any worn or 
outdated items to ensure that we carry out our faith tradition well into the future. 
 

• Sacramental vessels, pattens, ciborium’s, books, vestments, bells, etc.… 
These items will mostly all transfer for use into the new church. However, all items will be 
inspected by Fr. Tom and Deacon Steve. If certain items are determined to be beyond repair or 
no longer needed, they will be properly discarded in accordance with church norms. 

 

• Sanctuary furniture 
This is an opportunity for us to replace the altar, ambo, credence table, baptismal font, presider 
chairs, and tabernacle table, etc.… This will be dependent on overall building costs and 
successful fundraising efforts. We will work with the Diocesan Office of Worship in developing a 
new and purposeful design for our sanctuary which will include a new crucifix for the back wall. 
(The General Instruction of the Roman Missal, article 117 states, “Also on or close to the altar, 
there is to be a cross with a figure of Christ crucified.” This is traditionally accomplished by 
placing a large crucifix on the back wall, above the altar, for everyone to see. We currently have 
a Risen Christ statue, not a crucifix.) The risen Christ statue will be moved to another location in 
the new building. We would also like to replace the tabernacle table with a reredos or back altar 
that would be more respectful of our faith traditions. 



• Stations of the Cross – Statuary 
The Stations of the Cross and the statuary in the old church will be moved and incorporated into 
the new church. If there are funds available, we will see if we can have them cleaned and 
restored to the greatest extent possible. 
 

• Votive candles 
The electronic votive candles will not be transferred to the new church. They have not worked 
as well as anticipated and need repair as many will not light. We plan to utilize real votive 
candles in the new church, like the ones being used again in the parish hall. 

 

• Pews 
We would like to replace our existing pews with a combination of new pews and chairs with 
kneelers. The width of our new church will be sufficient that we can have traditional pews on 
each side of the center aisle that are approximately the same length of the current pews, and 
will have room for three or four chairs, depending on seating needs, at the end of each row of 
pews. Approximate seating capacity: 290 

 

• Light fixtures 
We believe it is possible to reuse the existing light fixtures from the old church in the new 
church building. Once the fixtures are taken down, we hope to have them reconditioned and 
refitted for LED lighting. 

 

• St. Mary & St. Anthony outdoor statues 
These statues will be brought over and placed appropriately on the grounds around the new 
church building. Locations will be determined as the project develops. 

 

• Windows 
This is a difficult question, with a difficult and uncertain answer. We certainly understand and 
appreciate the beauty and the sentimental attachment of these windows. However, when we 
build a new building, we want to make sure that it is energy efficient in every way possible. We 
know the windows, as they are, would not provide and acceptable level of energy efficiency. Is it 
possible to incorporate them into the new structure in a way that is both aesthetic and cost 
efficient? We don’t really know at this point and will have to have that discussion with the 
architect and builder when we get there. If it is not possible, then we will look at the possibility 
of using some of the windows as decorative pieces by framing, mounting, and backlighting. 

 

• Bell(s) 
Catholic Mutual has made it clear that placing a bell tower on a new church building is not 
recommended due to the added potential of excess water intrusion. It is our hope that after the 
new building is completed, we may be able to erect a freestanding bell tower on church 
grounds. We also have a bell in the garage that we believe is from the McKinley church. We 
would like to include it in the bell tower. 


